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within a little way of Epsom ; when he left him in order to
take care of himself.
One day, after robbing the passengers in the Southampton
coach, they were so closely pursued that some of the gang
were taken ; and though Hinton had the good fortune this
time to escape, yet the society being broken, he did not care
to venture any more on the highway alone; whereupon he
returned to his old vocation of housebreaking, picking of
pockets, etc.
At length several bills were presented against him for
robberies committed in the counties of Surrey and Hertford,
to answer which he was detained a prisoner. One of his
own gang had made himself an evidence against him,
which made the case look very doubtful; yet even here he
had again hopes of escaping, by stopping the mouth of this
fellow. Some of Hinton's friends undertook to manage the
matter, and they threatened to bring in several indictments
against their false brother if he did not retract in court
what he had before sworn; which for his own safety he
did, pretending that he had recollected himself, and that
Mr Hinton was never concerned with him in any robbery
whatsoever.
This, and the other assistances he received from his old
friends, brought him off with honour at the Surrey Assizes,
and he did not at all doubt but that he should escape as well at
Hertford, there being no evidence against him that he knew
of; so that he went thither with abundance of confidence.
But when his trial came on, in spite of all that could be
deposed in his favour, one of the gentlemen whom he had
robbed, and whom he did not expect to appear, swore so
positively that he was the very person who unhorsed him and
took away his watch that the Court believed him. It is true
they had begun to imagine that Hinton really must be con-
cerned in some of those things that he had been acquitted of,
because it is unprecedented for a man to be so often accused
and not be at all guilty. Besides, Hinton was known to be
an old offender, which gave room both to suspect the evi-
dences he brought and to believe that he had not perfectly
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